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Deborah Ellis’ trilogy has been a phenomenal success, both critically and commercially. Now
young readers can experience this entire epic story in one volume. The Breadwinner is set in
Afghanistan, where 11-year-old Parvana lives with her family in a bombed-out apartment
building in Kabul. When her father is arrested for the crime of having a foreign education, the
family is left with no money or resources. Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must
transform herself into a boy and become the breadwinner. In Parvana's Journey, her father has
died and the family has scattered. Parvana, now 13 years old, is determined to find them. Again
masquerading as a boy, she joins a group of wandering children, all refugees from war, who exist
mainly on courage. In Mud City, the focus shifts to 14-year-old Shauzia, who lives in the Widows'
Compound in Pakistan and dreams of escaping to a new life in France. Deborah Ellis uses
simple, compelling language, memorable characters, and a wealth of imaginative detail in this
wrenching look at the human cost of war that is also a surprisingly hopeful story of survival.

Nominated for the Jane Addams Children's Book Award, 2004"A great kids' book…a graphic
geopolitical brief that's also a girl-power parable."—Newsweek"…hands-down, Newberry Medal
worthy…This was a fantastic read."—Washington Times"This is an important and compelling
story for young people…"—Today's LibrarianAbout the AuthorDEBORAH ELLIS is the author of
the international bestseller The Breadwinner, which has been published in thirty languages. She
has won the Governor General's Award, the Middle East Book Award, the Peter Pan Prize, the
Jane Addams Children's Book Award and the Vicky Metcalf Award. A recipient of the Order of
Canada, Deborah has donated more than $2 million in royalties to organizations such as
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan, Mental Health Without Borders, the UNHCR and
the Children in Crisis fund of IBBY. She lives in Simcoe, Ontario.
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Havelah, “A story of hope and survival. I saw the movie two and half years ago The Breadwinner
an animation and it sadden yet they remained strong and hopeful despite the destruction that
happened in their homeland. I read the book and gosh so good yet make you feel sad for these
kids even they are fictional. But they felt real. I read it in a day and half. I couldn't stop reading it. I
had to know. I give this five stars.”

Pregnant in Boston, “My daughter and I read this together. My 11-year-old daughter and I read
this together. It was engaging and interesting. We read it pretty quickly. We both enjoyed it.”

shannon, “Great set of books. The Breadwinner Trilogy tells the story of two young girls who
lived in Afghanistan during the time of Taliban rule in the 1990's. During this time of war, the two
girls are forced to dress as boys in order to provide for their families. Later, the girls are
separated from their families and each other, and have to fend for themselves;.Overall, these
were great books. I read them aloud to my children, ages 9 and 11. Whenever we reached the
end of a chapter, they would beg me to read more. The story line had enough action to keep the
kids' interest, while at the same time providing a wealth of information about Afghanistan, the
Taliban, war, and human rights issues.My only negative comment is that the middle part of the
second book (Parvana's Journey) was a little slow. I will also mention that some of the content
was more serious in nature: the results of war; refugee camps; children who are maimed and
missing limbs due to land mines; starvation; etc. If your children read the book, you should just
be prepared to talk to them and discuss some of these issues. My kids and I had some very
good discussions about the effects of war, women's rights, etc. after we read some of the
chapters. The books were very thought-provoking and educational, while at the same time
holding the kids' interest.  I would definitely recommend it.”

B.R. McMorris, “One of the best books ever. The series of the breadwinner are absolutely
phenomenal. My 12 year-old daughter had to read the first book for school, and I read it too. By
the end of the book neither of us could wait to get our hands on the second and third book. It's a
great story, and gives an awesome history of Afghanistan. PS: Book 4 is also great!”

Elizabeth, “Great read for young adults. There are many books out there that tell the stories of
women and girls in Afghanistan; however, The Breadwinner sets itself apart as a novel for young
adults who may not know about the lives of young people their own age experiencing horrific
challenges at a time when the reader is growing of age in completely different context. The
Breadwinner is also unique in that it tells the story of life in refugee camps. Most readers will
assume that once a refugee reaches a refugee camp they are safe. This is hardly ever true and
the Breadwinner confirms that refugee camps, especially for women and girls, are dangerous
prisons masquerading as safehavens where starvation, rape and sexual violence, tyranny and



despair reign supreme.It's a good read, a truthful story of life for young women and girls on this
side of life.”

Thankful, “A Great Must Read. The trilogy describes the stark reality and struggles faced by
women and girls in Afghanistan and refugees camp in Pakistan. Despite all the suffering, it is a
story about courage and perseverance in the face of adversity and how the power to dream
provides a glimmer of hope. As I read their stories, I felt their helplessness and sadness but am
inspired by their strengths and determination. The trilogy also reminded me of affluence and
wastefulness we have here in America and among those who have versus those who do not. It
has opened my eyes more for the need to the need to be thankful as well as appreciate every
thing (no matter how trivial) that we have in our lives. While we complain about the
mundaneness of our lives, there are those who continue to struggle daily to survive that even
unclean water, old moldy rice and dried out nan are blessings and the difference between life
and death.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Intense reality of life under the Taliban.. Although this is written for young
teens, it is for mature readers. I found the book insightful and filled with first person viewpoint of
life as a girl and young woman under the Taliban. There are situations that depict what happens
under the strict religious sect such as if a thief is caught, their hand is cut off. It is not for
someone who would prefer to not know what children under the strict life of the Middle East have
had to endure.”

Karin, “great book for kids & families - prompts great discussions. Both our kids (boy &girl, 9 &
12) loved these books. They do have some difficult scenes but these & the overall story
prompted some really great conversations about different cultures, human rights, female/
women's rights and the blessings & opportunities they have in their lives. It's a good family read
together.”

SusanEv, “Breadwinner trilogy. I was looking for a book to read in school with a year 8/9 group.
This trilogy was thought provoking and served my teaching purpose well. Straightforward to
read. While there were no 'happy endings', each ended in a satisfactory milestone sort of a way.
Certainly raised my awareness of the desperately difficult daily lives endured by these war-torn
people.  Recommended read.  Susan”

geeta palmer, “Five Stars. Daughter thought it was excellent and read it in a day. My turn next!”

Sihan Ma, “touched by the heroine’s bravery and kind-heart. I love the first book “the
breadwinner” the most. The story is told through the eye of an eleven year old girl in Afghanistan
under the inhumane ruling of Taliban. The heroine, so brave and kind-hearted, tried her best to
take care of her family, even though endless war, bombing and savage ruling made life so tough



for everyone. Through the author’s language, I am deeply touched by the strong spirits
demonstrated by the characters. Enjoyed reading it!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Go for it!. Definite recommend! Wish they had all 4 parts together. After
you read this, read the finale- my name is Parvana.”

J, “An excellent trilogy! Great for a class read!. I read the first book with my grade 7 and 8
students. It allowed so much class discussion about feminism, sexism, etc.”

The book by Deborah Ellis has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 263 people have provided feedback.
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